Development of an inter-professional clinical practice guideline for vocational evaluation following severe burn.
To develop an inter-professional clinical practice guideline for vocational evaluation following severe burn. The Canadian Medical Association's (CMA) handbook on clinical practice guideline and the appraisal of guidelines for research and evaluation (AGREE) were used to develop the guideline. The following steps from the CMA handbook were followed: (1) identifying the guideline's objective and questions; (2) systematic literature review; (3) study selection and quality appraisal and (4) development of clear recommendations by key stakeholders. The international classification of function and disability was used as a guiding theoretical framework. The guideline includes recommendations within seven domains: (1) establishing evaluation purpose and consent; (2) history taking and information gathering; (3) assessment of functional systems: body systems and structures; (4) assessment of functional systems: activity limitations and participation restrictions; (5) identification of key personal and environmental factors; (6) analysis and synthesis; (7) development of evaluation recommendations. This guideline insures that vocational evaluators use an evidence-based approach to systematically assess elements within the individual, the work, workplace, personal and environmental facilitators and barriers to work participation. The guideline may be useful to clinicians, healthcare teams, employers and individuals with severe burns. Future steps will include guideline pilot testing and endorsement.